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operations. In their next move they were whirled
along after a locomotive,

Now came the second part of the plan. General
Mitchel at once placed Captain Yates in charge of
the railroad as superintendent, and ordered him to
make up two trains without delay, the one to carry
troops to Stevenson, the other to Decatur.

There was no want of cars and such appurtenances
as are required to operate a railroad. The road was
in fine condition ; the depots, water and wood sta-
tions, turn-tables, engine-houses, locomotives and cars
were all in prime order. The road did not cease to
be operated; it simply changed hands. The work-
men employed by the Confederate government, who
went home the night before from their labors in the
machine shops, either came back to work for Uncle
Sam in the morning or were replaced by Yankee
mechanics.

Colonel Turchin was placed in command of the
expedition to Decatur. His train started on the
evening of the occupation of Huntsville. The tele-
graph wires had been cut, and it was not likely that
the guard at the bridge would get news of his com-
ing, This proved to be the case. The train loaded
with troops steamed over the twenty-five miles and
was stopped a few hundred yards from the rear end
of the bridge. Fortunately the ground was such that
it could not be seen; yet it certainly would not have
been suspected of being a Yankee train. The men
left the cars and advanced at a double-quick to the
bridge. As soon as the guard discovered them it
flecl, attempting to fire the bridge as it retreated
across. But the Yankees were too quick for them.
They put out the fire, followed the guard across thevision quickly passed through Fayetteville
